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Our Mission

To ensure that individuals we serve realize maximum 
success through high quality educational  
programs, outreach services, and partnerships

 
Our Vision

To be the statewide leader in education and  
accessibility for individuals who are deaf,  
blind, or sensory multi-disabled

South Carolina School  
for the Deaf and the Blind

355 Cedar Springs Road  
Spartanburg, SC 29302

Voice/TTY: 864-585-7711   
Voice/TTY Toll-Free: 1-888-447-2732

Email: info@scsdb.org 
www.scsdb.org

Accreditations
•  SC Department of Education 

•  Conference of Educational  
   Administrators of Schools  
 and Programs for the Deaf 

•  Southern Association of Colleges     
    and Schools Council on  
    Accreditation and School  
    Improvement

•   A Palmetto Gold School

To learn more about  
options and opportunities, 
contact:



SC School for the Deaf and the Blind

Every individual has  
unlimited possibilities.

We embrace them.



 A dream of success for every child led Rev. Newton Walker to open  
a school in 1849. Today, his dream lives on in the faces of enthusiastic  
students, the confidence of successful graduates, and the hearts of  
dedicated employees. 

 At today’s SC School for the Deaf and the Blind, the possibilities  
for every individual are embraced. Opportunities are unlimited, and  
encouragement is as much a part of the curriculum as the ABCs. Each 
student’s highest potential is identified and developed. Relationships 
with parents are valued, and information is readily available to assist 
them.

 The Spartanburg-based school serves every county in South  
Carolina through campus and outreach services. It is a state agency 
funded by legislative appropriations as well as grants and donations. 
Students are blind, deaf, or sensory multi-disabled and are never 
charged for the services they receive.

The SC School for the Deaf and the Blind . . . 

embracing the possibilities
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SC School for the Deaf and the Blind

 Highly qualified teachers are the foundation of our 
educational programs. Every teacher’s goal is to empower 
students to embrace opportunities and live independently. 
Students are prepared for college, employment, or home 
living upon graduation.

 Practical application is emphasized in small classes 
where technology is used to enhance lessons. Students 
explore career options early and benefit from on-the-job 
experiences. 
 The learning day extends into the after-school hours. 
Students participate in tutoring sessions, enrichment  
classes, and fun activities that teach important socialization 
and recreation skills. Every student is challenged and  
encouraged by caring staff members throughout the day. 

Education  



           
    

  
  

  

 
    

 
    

 Access to the world of learning begins with  
an information-rich environment. Students access  
knowledge through braille, large print, sign language, 
and a wide range of assistive technology. 
 Academic, art, and athletic programs are all  
adapted to meet the individual needs of students. Access 
technology helps to maximize academic potential and 
life skills development. Fully accessible, air-conditioned 
buses transport both day and residential students.

SC School for the Deaf and the Blind

Accessibility  



Accountability  

 Students learn the value of good work  
habits and completing assignments on time.  
Standardized tests are used to measure 
progress, and achievements are celebrated.

SC School for the Deaf and the Blind

Leadership  
  Whether it’s in student government, athletics, or artistic performances,  
students are encouraged to be leaders. Attending school with peers who 
have similar abilities provides a unique opportunity for leadership roles.  

 Students participate in regional and national leadership organizations 
as well as academic, athletic, and art competitions. Students learn to support 
their peers and serve as role models. 



 Teamwork is emphasized in the  
classrooms and residence halls as well  
as on the athletic field. Science fair  
projects, academic competitions, and arts  
presentations offer excellent opportunities 
for students to work as a team.
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Teamwork  



Diversity  
 Students learn to appreciate and respect individuals who are different from 
themselves.  The contributions of diverse individuals throughout history are  
honored in classroom activities and celebrations. Students have the opportunity  
to observe a variety of peer and staff role models. 

Character  

 Good character is highly valued.  
Students raise funds and volunteer their  
time for charitable organizations. These 
include the American Heart Association  
and the local soup kitchen.

                            Character Traits 
• Citizenship • Integrity     • Compassion    • Responsibility    • Conflict Resolution 

• Trustworthiness/Honesty    • Cooperation/Teamwork     • Respect    • Fairness 

SC School for the Deaf and the Blind



       
       

        
    

      
     

Independence

SC School for the Deaf and the Blind        

  

 Whether it’s learning to travel around  
the community, a college campus, or home, our  
specialized staff is committed to enabling each  
student to live as independently as possible.  
Students are taught to advocate for themselves  
and others.



Partnerships

 The SC School for the Deaf and the Blind 
values partnerships. The school partners with:

•  Parents to develop individualized programs  
 to meet the needs of their children

•  School districts to serve sensory disabled   
    students throughout the state

•  Businesses to provide work experiences

•  The Walker Foundation and individual donors to meet the school’s financial   
 needs 

• State agencies, colleges, and advocacy organizations to enhance education and   
 accessibility statewide

Relationships  
 Friendships are an important part of life. Recreational activities such as 
horseback riding, swimming, and a variety of after-school programs promote  
student friendships. Students learn to cooperate and help each other. 

 Staff members strive to develop relationships with families to provide  

SC School for the Deaf and the Blind

encouragement and support throughout 
the school years. 



           
    

  
  

  

 
    

 
    

           
    

         
     

         
        

         
     

     

The Campus of the SC School for the Deaf and the Blind
The 160-acre campus includes:

Indoor, Heated Swimming Pool
Horseback Riding Pasture
Student Activity Center

Bowling Alley
Fine Arts Facility and Auditorium
Three Gymnasiums

Stadium, Track, and Football Fields 
Three Accessible Playgrounds
Family Accommodations
Academic Buildings

Applied Academics Center
Residential Halls
Three Dining Rooms



Ther Tee
Soccer, football,  
and jump rope  
team member

Silver medalist at 
National Special  
Olympics Soccer  
Games

Elizabeth
Plans to go into 
the medical field

Gold and silver 
medalist in 
gymnastics,  
goalball player, 
and chorus 
member

Noah
Loves swimming, 
story time, field 
trips, and riding 
the bus

Sister and brother

Crystal
Graduate, 
residential 
advisor, graphics 
tutor, and mom

Angel
Two-time science 
fair winner

Enjoys art, 
writing, acting, 
riding horses,  
and chatting  
with friends

Dominique
Loves playing  
with friends and  
has learned to  
communicate  
his needs

Mother and daughter

Success Stories



Embracing the Possibilities

 The SC School for the Deaf and the Blind works with parents and professionals  
to embrace the unlimited possibilities in every child. Together with local school 
districts, we strive to match children who are deaf or blind with the best educational 
options to meet their individual needs. 

Options available through the SC School for the Deaf and the Blind include:
• Early intervention programs for infants and toddlers
• Educational programs on the main campus in Spartanburg (residential and day)
• Mainstreaming opportunities with Spartanburg-area school districts
• Specialized vision and hearing services in local school districts statewide
• Summer camps for children
• A wide variety of accessibility services

 Children’s needs vary with stages in life, and we welcome the opportunity  
to share the many options and opportunities available with you. For more  
 information, contact us toll-free at 1-888-447-2732 or via e-mail at info@scsdb.org. 

This publication was made possible thanks to the support of:

www.walkerfdn.org   
864-577-7583



Latrice
Mass communications major at Claflin University, English tutor,
plans to attend law school 

Lawnna
Awarded a four-year scholarship to Claflin University, college algebra tutor, 
active in community service projects

Sisters

Success Story


